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660YZ AD JALPBI JAYP 60Y CWYA DPL DELPT VA DSAT O°6LAAR, CWYA DBL ASGLoJd SVPRT,
CWYA DL DhOY®@LPT A60°60Y JhWOY Dd” 660V CWYA SOhAGA O°VPRT dZQICAT IVCh ST oW O~
JAQIP EhFR DAENAT SSZCPT 6V iSJOI°RET HhCT CTVLT DL OPVPRT 660V ioVALT DhCWY
hde0”NAxpWOT, SOhAXIT DJ” TGEI°NLLAT.

“TGdA DIYPRT JITWHBVA DRARLGI?RAT 6RY TY, TSLTLPSDO FRT ST NLLsAT:
660V Hh0°T AP®IIBT TSV DL O°VPRT. TSTLPT HSC°NLPbRL 60V JWBV.I
RACRJIT TACWY. TChWS hSb TlrCWY TCSGIsJA hSi DhCWY TGO0PNLbA
O°h&T O°SYZ EJ Tl NN°TA 660YZ TGOT°NLbL OPELT LSO O°h&T ASTLT
BB.”
-OIP bSb, DlrA°Jd DCWY DWAQlr DIlrOvbb TGLWOT 2021-22 D" DhWeobPT
A60°®Y JhWey

660YZ AD JAPBI JAYP J60°RY O°hUVB 1607V 0°6r60SAV.I. DENAIOE AD AEWBVU, 660YZ CGWVY A
DL DhE&LPT J60°Y JhWOY Dd'dw 0SSY TB hbGOLd' O 6V FIrOvbb MSI°AIT 660V FIrhWSA
DhCWYVY J60°®Y O0°6hJ TGV O°6T LT DL O°VPRT.

AD To(0*NLPbs 66Y CWYA DL DNAD O°86Y DRV O°BCA 60YZ SJ00°0Y DhCWY J60°NAWO~T,
SOhAA DI’ TOMNLLRAT 6Y O°VPOYUT d6bAADL hIFRE DJ” O°6ChAARJ 0SSY DJ” TGOI°NLbsv A
0°6SLA DI 0°NN°0 A VA DNE&T DI hEG®JI FR CGWYA DL.

John Ross CWVY HENAQAT 0°N1CWO~A
Makiya Deerinwater ©660Y JCGRWO~T
Shanista Cloud 660V JbLBWI”RY

GWYA D@P
0°OTVPT 2024

AD ASIDWOT 7 CWY dJONGCVI TEAT 2 660V To0?N1Lbsdd TSLTLPS FR: ASWAZ TGPV CTLPT
DL O°VPRT bTRT. 60Y hd VWO DL SVPRT iGY DoVMY&®@AT DJ” TGLL@LAAT hIFRE Dd” DhédbPT
DESGLsY 60y VA DSUT its© DhBOOT 60S5SY JEGGU 0°hoVPT DhJ&0”Y AD 60V O°VPO-T.

Nasgino hia digoliyedi digoweli nasgi tsalagihi ayeli ayelii tohi adedii unaligohi, tsalagihi ayeli dideloquasdi
dudotlvsvi, tsalagihi ayeli aninvsdatlvi dinadvsgi dinilawigi ale nasgi tsalagihi gawonihisdi udotlvsvi
tsunowelodii tsutsetlida digaleyitanv digoweli gvnigesv yidigvnelvi deganotsatlvi nasgi vgagusdvsgvi onidvi
tsatselii ayeli udotlvsvi nasgi vyadohihvi anitsalagi nitsunadvnelvstanvi, gawonihisdii ale iyunadvnelidasdii.

“Iyusdi aquasuyesvi diqualasidodi asdawadvsdii nasgi igi, igadatseligaya gesvi yigadvnelidasdii: nasgi
onidvi nulisgediyvi igatseli ayeli udotlvsvi. Igatselii yigadvnelisdi nasgi dilasidodi egotlisdii iditsalagi.
Itsvnilade nigada itsitsalagi itsadeloquasdi nigav anitsalagi iyunadvnelidasdi unihvi udugino gvdi i
tsinequoisdi nasgino iyunadvnelidasdi unadatseligaya unihvi digatselii yvwi.”
-Meli dagasi, atsilvquodi atsalagi atanutsi atsinvsida iyulistanvi 2021-22 ale anilasdatlvi dinadvsgi
dinilawigi.

Nasgino hia digoliyedi digoweli dinadvsgi unisadoyv dinadvsgi unalisdelvdodi. Ananesgesgv hia digvlasidodi,
nasgino tsalagihi ayeli aninasdatlvi dinadvsgi dinilawigi alesquu sgadugi iyv nidayunadalenv nasgi getsinvsida
gegadvgodii nasgi getsiniladegi anitsalagi dinadvsgi unaniti iyulisdodi unatselii ayeli udotlvsvi.

Hia iyadvnelidasdi nasgi tsalagihi ayeli anehiya unatloyasdodi uyetlidi nasgino gagusdvsgi anitsalagi
tsinadvnelvstanvi, gawonihisdi ale iyadvnelidasdi nasgi udotlvnvdii tsunadayohisdi nigesvna ale unatlinigohisdi
sgadugi ale iyunadv nelidasdi unadudalv ale unaquosdi dohi anehvi ale nigvwasdi gesv tsalagihi ayeli.

John Ross tsalagi yigvnelvi unetlitanvhi
Makiya Deerinwater nasgi tsutlilostanvi
Shanista Cloud nasgi didayvlatvsgi

Tsalagihi Ayeli
Unadotselii 2024

Hia digaleyitanvi 7 tsalagi tsunanelodi igvyii 2 nasgi iyadvnelidasdi igadatseligaya gesv: higatahino iyulisdodi
tsatselii ayeli udotlvsvi daisvi. Nasgi nitsulisdotana ayeli dudotlvsvi iyugi ahalugisdii ale iyudalisdanedii nigesvna
ale anisdatlvi anadeloquasgi nasgi tohi adedii vhnana aniyvwiyai sgadugi tsugvwalodi uniyadotlvi anigusdvsgi
hia nasgi udotlvnvi.



This activity book project is a collaboration with Cherokee Nation Public Health, Cherokee Nation
Education Services, Cherokee Nation Tribal Youth Council and the Cherokee Language Department to
create a unique series of activity books featuring themes that promote knowing our nation by sharing
the Cherokee history, language and culture.

“My chosen platform is Cultural Sovereignty: The Value of Knowing Your Nation. Our

culture is the foundation of our identity as Cherokee people. I would like to encourage

all Cherokees to invest in themselves through actively engaging in all aspects of

the Cherokee culture in hopes of perpetuating the cultural sovereignty of our people.”
-Chelbie Turtle, Former Miss Cherokee 2021-22 and Former Tribal Youth Councilor

This activity book was inspired by youth for youth. Building on this platform, the Cherokee Nation
Tribal Youth Council also represent the voice of their communities to inspire our Cherokee youth to
know their nation.

The purpose of this project is to engage Cherokee Nation citizens in activities that support Cherokee
history, language and culture to build resiliency and strengthen community and cultural connections
for improved health and wellness outcomes for the Cherokee Nation.

Cherokee translations provided by John Ross, Translation Specialist, Cherokee Nation Language
Hlustration provided by Makiya Deerinwater, Contractor, Cherokee Nation Language
Videos Provided by Shanista Cloud, Cherokee Nation Cultural Resources

Copyright 2024
Cherokee Nation

This publication “7 Cherokee Games” is volume 2 of the Cultural Sovereignty: Knowing Your Nation
series. It was made possible with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and
supported by the Tribal Practices for Wellness in Indian County Grant.



Color the Cherokee Nation Seal
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1 Vowels

7 qu(ku)

9 d/t

10 dl/tl

11 ts

12 w/(h)w

13 y/(h)y




Glossary

SWw:

duquedi

DNKU:

anetsodi

ASbhoo:

digadayosdi

COvY:

tsvnvgi

ALV [0 :

didadolisdi

A4M O°BAOU:

selu uyvdinvdi

APO~A Swo:

gotlvnvhi tuya

dO1GV:

tsunanelododi

SOLAIR:

dunaligosv

DZGNoY:

anotsanesgi

Blowgun
Stickball
Marbles
Chunkey
Graces
Cornstalk
Butterbean
Games
Teams

Shoot







1) SOOI DhGWY dBLsSsVJI 60V DOvAsok
TAAGRIFR TAWY c0AAJIT dSIBbL IrRT.
B0y SwWJ TEYD OP68Lc0S5c0VJ DhdC
AB0PY B0Y FIAOY OO0YVIT, TGbolr
bhSJJAOE Ykb DJ’ bOROYT 60YZ dhovd
Ov¥Y JhOv"Jd ShAPT. SWOJ DA JAPWO~
Oc0YO 6 ©6Z 10 TOWDbb TASOAb PIRT DJ
Irklr JEVJI hbGbd'Ov Db Doobrd 6c0YOT
SAVL Dd” Ac0bd EPJA FRT, 660Y IrodShYoeod
O°GTe0v APWOT 60V Irlr O°IrQodyY TGoo
DhooSkr DJZ ZGAZ hVLGLd' Ov lrcdSh¥y ool
DhirAyY. ARRY, SWJ bZ bZPWA 650Y
DhbB6b DhCWY DZPOvis0yY Dd’ bOvJo0A
Ot4tT DOLASJET.

N ANAA: SWOA

O0YO DOLABSDE bOvAwA J6/1640Y

D4 bhARAFT 8T DHN?0VI OPY0J AS+IA
SSS600° OP6T DEC OPVYIA (OPY o B60Y
SPGJA DNVOVI) B660YOT 20 TOWEL TB(J™.
ASOOr FR JAAWOY TdOv/1A B0Y TST
ASEILA SSITOWOr 8T Uwolr AS+IA Dd” 64T
Irlr ©Solr'VoOET.







2) DNKJ BW 9QYIB d6N1AVI 61T O°BP D3 3L. TAAG
GNP DhCWY TGLdY sl 60°N& SOLI T & 6V
DNKJ S/1ICBL FR 60Y btG 6GT O°bS/1ICBow4T Dd
SVoo(” MR B60Y “OPc0h JOLOYC bG”. JbdhodE
DhooSw 0°0vH bOJ16&e0 T DJS1IKJ, D4Z TB(0”
DCTPR 60y JNGA O°LS1ICB4T ©T Dhiveo DJ’ JhAC
OPBY WOy, AD ALWOY Ba0Y “LbELCHoE
ANCA”- OP6Z bb/1A Dd” ShS& ASbAb DOLhADJAE
Dd’ TGLPol bOLAKGE OB 0&Y B60Y DhOO-

Dd’ DEW bOLGIOKT dO6L LT ARRRY, D/1IKJ Q600
LONGCLE ATOT DWonSQAJA 64T bOLASAWAT D
OAG SITAT DOLWYE DOLCHWAT bO/16GLDAT.

ONA JNCT: DNKJA (LBLChHE JNGUA)

SOLAR: DhooSw bh/1APWERT Dhived: Dhoo S
DNKVUJ bOvUsAT Dd Dhivw dZ3h bOvJs0AT.

Ohi hSb bOLCbWA JWILlh TUAP 0T DOdJd hook
B30Y DhooSw Dd Dhivwo Dd” 60y DWonSLPA SAW A
DhBWUIAT 660V (0PYo WM 0 Ld'60 1 ChBW.UIA
GOd’0volr) DJd” 60V JNGA Dbd’heAT. 6T D4 DG
SST F0°T QooVT 64T OEhood 600V 24 6Z 30 TOWDbb
TSOvAL 0°T ©T KT DhOvowAT Dd'Z DGJ Hw TWhU
RWUP DEhW ©660Y Hw DhOve0AT.
OAG OPE6LPAR GhO+© hSb DEdJ'0ov-
AWA DOLCHbWA EGSObL Dd” 60V
DWodSPA SAWJI DhiWUsoA WL
DOd’hooET.

Scan the QR code to watch
a video about this game.






3) ASLAIL BV JNGA 8T DhCWY TARY
o0AAJT dSIBbL OPGRRoDb hbO/NGC&AT, ATOT
ANGA DbOYBLbood 001 Dd 6hBOIR 020~V .
TY& HAST°N1LPboo JSbARood 6T dZh EJ bZPooA
AEWhbood 660Y 0 TGowd Db Dd* ZooOveo 6T
O°VPVU Dd" bORASk DSolrAb A0SOy (DJZ
DhbBsSk Ovw) JEVUI 0°C TAL SHIA
hSPOAPAT. ARRRY, TAY JBN16&RY ASbAA
LbOvAoWA BT SaYQA ASbhooVJ ATOT 660V 6
Oilcvd OOYo TAYL T Dd” hSLIFRT Dd” 60V
TY& H2ST°N1LPbooS JSbAWI. ©60Y AS16A Qo007
ABNG&OE ©T 0%60v0° YIvb DYDo0A 4 bWJ'+T 1
©Z 4 660y TAPT 35 6Z 40 TOWDbBb Tdb? bWd+ SVT
B0y “L” O°VQIL MFT.

PN JNLV I IShARA
A0NG6&Y D4 HhJP DOLOYOYT/HWolr DOThAT
OT TEYo DWJ'R Hwolr 8SOSkeo ASbAswA. Buwolr
ABN1CL& Y D4 O°6S0odd YIvb, HhJAP dO6d°J
OPBTL SbAcoA OPLQT 66T SIrPT DJ ©S6Skood

Dd’ Hwolr DE/1PADrDL OShPA bWJI'RT %24
b4000° 1624 bZ 64T VL EGOLOYoDU Moo d. B60Y
TED JN6&0Y 0P L0 ANLUAT 8T TEAD HAOO°MIr
0°d’0v& B60Y DLbYo0AT. O°L/1PB, E E
OY HhT JNGCLAY SVROL (BGT T

DLAA JNGU) 6N DLbYAT.

-
Scan the QR code to watch E
a video about this game.






4) SVP®A JANGA (DIZ JbV L) Lévd
PDYP AD B TY& »ST°NLbsoA dO6NAV.
OwYO6Z OLEW 0°6d°0v& DhCWY d6N1G,
ELrZ EhFR A0YNAY 6PT DBC (1800) Hw
ToSBL hWeo® dSBUURT 60Y 6AG TEYD
IR DhCWY DhIFB dO6SGILood OPW6E. AD
AN6A DhIFGGC Dd'Z Dhiroo 0008 6LV
FRT, Dd DhdC $PWw JEGONLT FRT TGZ
DIFGGC OP00vb DY dNLIT. JbVLOA 16U
OT dOLPAR AN1GJ FRT, O9Y o0 d ©hi
O’B8LSOc0” RIWol LOLPWS[OET.

RN ANLA: SV Lo
ABN168&0Y D4 DOLCHbAT 64T S+ILA
bBOol 9S6S0° TUAP, Bwolr A6/168&0Y D4
WP AS6604 bhoodE Hw BO D4 DI'hooA
OPYooo ) Dbolr SBLA SAWJA 96Skeod
OT IN16&4&Y Shdwkewd D4 SEAWAJTL
ASB0JA ShoooE Db S+IAT DJ’ 9SAT +T
QAbd’ JS16&0Y 60Y D4 GN°Z ShdAT D
9A0+b 660Y SHIAT Db ASO00b :
doeTl E

Scan the QR code to watch
a video about this game.







5) COYY TY& HDST°N1LPbso. AD JNGA EWOYT
ATOT O°VPR b/NIALOE 60YO JhZolrPVA
O°hooSPooE 6T 8S6.40vJ DJ” O°6L+co VAT -
Oy LENGCLE EJ DA ASJT00VI B0YOT
6 TWbb TSOvAb Dd” SHIA Ovxd bOWSKT,
Oc0Y YIb LONGCLAMT 650Y 50 67 100
ToWbb TSOYAL M4 T. 60Y Ovw bBsSk
ZWZ SV DhUBLIAKT DJ” ©60Y Tw("N1A
ANGA CTVLP ASJT0VI PLRAOE 60V Ov
OLSLPAOLOVIPRT, 1L Oved Ehood DRET.

N ANLA: COVY

ABN6&0Y D4 SSOSAT ASJwVJ 6AG 6T
O+ DhUILd’'AL SVT 6hi TEAJAP Dd TohT
FR DOJ1LPAA 6/1PE O98T Ovw DPUHLI PR
OT GFOET/GIO0IET DJ” 60Y OPOT
Acdbd STV 0°SA0”° Bihkeod 06T

Ovx0- B1hkodd STV OhS[PodJ0E 60y
SOvO'T F4o0d: TESD SMC 21 OPbY veo .

.: [ ]
: [ | - H Hu i
Scan the QR code to watch E . el . 1 "y
| |

a video about this game.






6) DZCN&®Y 6T 4M O°BJA0O+J 60V OPAL Q5007
AbLOYBPY ©T LT DZCN1ovY 6T 4M O°BAOVA
OPhM7TAY: TSb OPZAGR O°hMTAY ATOT JhAL
dONG6A FRT 6AG DI°AWOY SCeJ Irk+T,
TSLOhQsE JhZoyPVA DJ” btyG D/IVA SLZ
DObLAG AWk OT DOPTWE O°hSV&RR FR D
AB80b+o0” EA OPOTP SLPCA DI AS&d. TY &
RSTNLPbovA dZLh EA bZPORT ASLPCA hbGbd O
SGWJA DJ” USGA hbGbd'Ov DA DI UOG0SW ATOT
ASBLPVI. ARrY 660Y DbOYbod D/AIKJ 64T DhCWY
ShSRRT, bOLASUOKT EVI SPCUA D’ US&J Dd” D4
LZGNOIT ATOT 4M O°BAOYA DN0VI B0YOT
ToCGb KT TOWbBbL TSOvAb, B TWWDbb TGl b,
KT ToOWbb TSJ Dd* ASOOT FR JAAWOT AWTS
dBJAOvJ 60Y Sébb SbLP0° EJ ASIPT.

RN ANLA: DZCGN®Y 6T 4M O°BAO~A
AN°OVI FRT 96007 85 6Z 120 TOWEDL TdbL
9SOS(0° TUP Hwolr 96bd cdRT- 1ZCGN160Y D4
LOLNACBOIMT WL IS A bZC/1okT O T Uwolr
TGGW 6T U DN°O+VUI GN°Z 6hid D4 8bh»>060A
ASe A, ShOOT SCUO~ GN°Z DZC/1ovY B4 T Abd'T
DJ/”0vVJI Dd” SOvJ B60Y baAJWA B0Y TST
ABAOYA Bc0Y S SBLPI? SSIRAA.

Oy JAZCN1c0Y TEY 50 0°0~0OT

DbLY0AT.







7) APO+A S JNGT OPAL CWY dONGVI ANLR
O°BLABVUI IFRT, D4Z APOvA S dBJ/1GVUI ©T
DLOYBoP O°C TST dOLCELA dGIWO*R DCAHLRT
OV O bL/AT. ¥blL Je00B S APOYA (HGSW
OoNS, HGSW Ettl) 66T WMGC 0SSP Dd” SAW A
ObLAOVbL. B0V L S OSIPPT D4 baAJAGAT TST
SOvJ ASOvO+T DJ” ASOOT JAQYWOYA FRT
EWO+T 4M DOWoYonyY dSW.

N JNAA: APOYA S ANGA

DGSP D4 WP dBLPAA JBNGRY OPHwoon
TIEGo0A D4cdd J8/16&0Y. O°VPR AQOWO-A
AAPOVA S ASLPVI OOGT WMC 660V TEYD
ANGRRY OO0 60Y OSSE DJ” SShowE ST
WMG EJ ©T SOYOT L dJAAWOT baAJE S
OAIrALT: hSb ¥bL S OIS o Lllh SAWU
2hSeb =0T 6 SOO'T; hSb ¥bl’ S Etl o0 Lkh
SAWJI HDhSedb =0T 4 SOO+T; 1 O°/1S S, hSh
+T Etzl YohSe0b (DIZ SEOv6dWO~T) = 6T 2
SOvOT. hA LW JEVDL 24 4M DOWaYooyY dSW
OwYO SOOT- TEAD JN16&e0Y D4 9SA0b 60V
+T OPOLAR B60YO GO0 BGW OSGWE D
Do ILhJP OSGWE DL SO6LPAR YWZ hSb dSW
PSLPRO, B60Y SOLAR 9A(” Sh& dSW DOLYWAT.




Find the Cherokee words 1n the puzzle

D h ¥V 6 A Y S Y D« P U & HR K J D E
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& ®w N G © Z P @& Y A ®& W O+ T 6 G @ U h
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ASbhood  COvY

DNKU

SwA
ALV LoD

APOA S

4M O°BUAO~U

SOPAR DZG/levyY

dOJ16VI



How many words can you make out of the phrase:

Cornstalk Shoot

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

—
o

—_
—_—

—
A

—
w

>

—
b




Draw Io0S in the tiles below




Matching

SWJ:

duquedi

DNKUJ:

anetsodi

ASbAoV:

digadayosdi

COvY:

tsvnvgi

AbV[s0J:

didadolisdi

AM O°BAO:

selu uyvdinvdi

APO+A Swo:

gotlvnvhi tuya

dOJ16GVU:

tsunanelododi

SOLPAR:

dunaligosv

DZG/10Y:

anotsanesgi

Games
Chunkey
Shoot
Graces
Teams
Stickball
Blowgun
Cornstalk
Marbles

Butterbean




Trace each Cherokee Syllabary character

ttapes



Practice Writing
1

Wlepee




Practice Writing
2

eedegee




Phonetics & Translation:

1) Blowguns
duquedi anitsalagi tsunalisgasdodi nasgi anvdisge ilvhiyutsigesv ilvsgi sgohitsuqui tsudetiyvda tsigesvi. Nasgi duquedi
igvyi unalisgasdodi anitsutsa dinadvsgi nasgi gegeyonv unvdodii, iyudaha danigatidisgv tlogesi ale dawisvnvi nasgino
tsunisdi nvgi dininvsadi duniyohei. Duquedi ahiya digotlvtanv nasgina sudali nano sgohi iyalasida idiganvhida gesvi
ale tsitsi digvdodi nidayudalenv ada asdayi nasginai galvdoli ale gosdayi gvtlvdi gesvi, nasgi tsisdunigisdi uwaidlanv
gotlvtanvi nasgi tsitsi utsilvsgi iyusdi anisgatsi aleno noyuhiZ nidodayudalenv tsisdunigisdi anitsilvsgi. Gohitsigi, duquedi
sino danotlvsgo nasgi anisinassi anitsalagi anotlvnvvsgi ale danvdisgo nahnai anadagonadisgvi.

Blowguns are an ancient weapon that Cherokees have used for centuries. The blowgun was the first weapon young boys
were taught how to use, often by guarding crops and gardens from small animals. Blowguns are made from rivercane
that is six to te feet in length and the darts used are made from a hard wood that is thin and sharpened to a point, the tuft
is made from the down of Scottish or Canadian Thistle blossoms. Today, blowguns are still made by skilled Cherokee
craftsmen and are used in competitions.

Yadvnedi dinelvdi: duquedi

Nasgina anadagonadisgv danvdisgo dinanelohvsgi ase daniyohihoi nai aquonvdodi utloyasdi digasoqualv degadewisdv
unai ayetli udowelv (utloyiquu nasgi galitsadi aquonvdodi) nasginai 20 iyalasgvda iyvdv. Diganvnv gesv tsunugotanv
itsunvnelv nasgi igai digasoqualv degatistanv nai saquuha digasoqualv ale nahnai tsitsi wigahadosgvi.

How to Play: Blowguns
For competition, players will shoot at a target with rings around a bull’s eye (like an archery target) that is 20 yards away.
Points are determined by the values of each ring and where the dart sticks.

2) Stickball
anetsodi saquu wuwetiyv tsunanelvdodi nahnai uyvtlv amayeli. [lvhiyu tsanehe anitsalagi iyudalegi osdv
nanvnehv dunadaletsehv nasgi anetsodi ganetliyvda gesv nasgi dahnawa nayui udanetliyvssei ale dudosdv
gesv nasgi “usdikani dinadanvtli dahnawa.” Didalenisgv anisgaya unvsa dananelohvsgei anetsodi, aseno
iyvdyv atliilisv nasgi dinelodi udanetliyvsei nai anigeya ale diniyotli unatloyastanvgi, hia nulistanvgi
nasgi “danadatlisisgv dinelodi”- unano sidanelv ale duniduhv didudalvda anatlanigosdisgv ale iyudaliha
danaligohvsgv unalenvhvgi nasgi aniwinv ale anata danadawatisgei tsunaliquidi. Gohitsigi, anetsodi nusdv
dananelohvsgyv hiinai alasgalvdi nahnai danadagonadisgoi ale nahiyu gatiyoi analisgisgv anadatlisisgoi
dananelohvsgoi.

Stickball is one of the oldest games in North America. Ancient Cherokees used stickball as an alternative
to war to settle disputes and was called the “little brother of war”. Originally only men played stickball, but
over time the game evolved to include women and children, this became the “social game”- where family
and community bonds were strengthened and occasionally match making for young men and women to find
partners. Today, stickball is played as a sport in competitions and during ceremonial gatherings.

Yadvnedi dinelodi: anetsodi (danadatlisisgv dinelodi)
Dunaligosy. anisgaya daninenulisgei anigeya: anisgaya anetsododi danvdisgoi ale anigeya tsunoyeni
danvdisgoi.

Naniv nigada danadatlisisgo disquageni iditlv gedvi analenisgv nasgi anisgaya ale anigeya ale nasgi alasgalidi
galvladi anisaladisgoi nasgi (utloyi talutsi squalesdi tsanisaladisgo yunalenvha) ale nasgi dinelodi adalenisgoi.
Nai ase atsadi gadui gedvi nusdoi nahnai wigvnisdi nasgi 24 nano 30 iyalasida iganvhida gedvi nai tsoi aninvs
goi aleno atsadi saquu ilasidi eladitlv yigvnila nasgi saquu aninvsgoi. Nahiyu unaligosv yuninvna nigada
analewisdisgo anadatlisisgo gvwadewida ale nasgi alasgalidi galvladi anisaladisgo taline analenisgvi.



How to Play: Stickball (Social Game)
Teams: Males vs Females: Males use stickball sticks and females use their hands.

Everyone gathers on all sides of the pole, a mixture of male and female, and the ball is thrown in the air (similar
to a tip-off in basketball) and the game starts. To score, you must hit the fish at the top of a 24-30 foot pole for
three points or a foot below the fish for one point. When a team scores, everyone stops, gathers around the pole,
and the ball is tossed in the air to start again.

3) Marbles
digadayosdi nasgi dinelodi nai anitsalagi ilvsgi sgohitsuqui tsudetiyvda ulosvsda nidananelohvsgoi, hiinai
dinelodi adanvtelidasdi yadvnedi ale nanisinasv unvdodi. Igihv yigadvnelidasdi digadayosdi nai tsunoyeni gvdi
danotlvsgo digvtanidasdi nasgiya iyusdi ada ale noyanvya nai udotlvdodi ale dawisgage agahalvda gosdunvya
(aleno anidawisgage nvya) digvdodi utli iyosda gasaqualv nigalisdisgoi. Gohitsigi, ilvsgi dinanelohvsgi
digadayosdi danvdisgo nai gasgilv digadayosdodi hiinai nasgina navgesdi utloya idigida gesoi ale nidudagesvi
ale nasgi igihv yigadvnelidasdi digadayosdi. Nasgi dinelodi nusdv dinanelohvsgv nai udlanvdv tlogesi atloyasdi
4 datalesoi 1 nano 4 nasgi ilvtlvi 35 nano 40 iyalasida itsudali dataleso gadoi nasgi “L” udoweli gesoi.

Marbles is a game that Cherokees have played for centuries, it is a game of strategy and skill. Traditionally.
marbles are made by hand using tools such as wood and sandstone to shape and smooth a piece of limestone (or
marble) into an almost perfectly round sphere. Today, many marble players use billiard balls as they are close
to the same size and weight of traditional marbles. The game is played on an open field with 4 numerical holes,
1-4, about 8 feet apart, dug in the ground in an “L” shape.

Yadvnedi dinelidodi: digadayosdi

Dinanelohvsgi ase oniditlv asdanvnvi/saquuha analenisgoi nai igvyi atalesv saquuha widunadegesdi
digadayosdi. Saquuha dinanelohvsgi ase unadeyasdi tlogesi, oniditlv tsunaledi unatseli gadayosdi uhvi nanai
wutsitlvi ale widunadegesdi ale saquuha ananelidisgesdi widunilidi datalesvi nahnano dasesdv 1 nano 4 sino
nahnai gili gvwanadanvsdi gesesdi. Nasgi igvyi dinelohvsgi usquadv dinelidii nai igvyi yiwiulutsi ulenvhv nasgi
adatlosgoi. Udaneliyvdi, nasgi onii dinelohvsgi gadogesdi (nahnai adahihi dinelodi) nasquo adatlosgoi.

How to Play: Marbles

Players will start behind the start line/post one at a time, tossing their marbles to the first hole. Each player
must progress around the field, standing behind their marbles where it’s landed and tossing it and trying to land
in each hole in numerical order 1-4 before moving on. The first player to complete the course and make it back
to the start is the winner. Alternatively, the last player standing (in a poison game) is also the winner.

4) Game of Graces
gadolisdi dinelodi (aleno didadolisdi) tlesdi yigihe hia saquu igihv yigadvnelidasdi tsunanelvdodi. Nasginano
natlegvquu unalenvhv anitsalagi tsunanelodi, yelino gvnigesv nunvnelvgi natlvi ayetli (1800) saquu iyagayvli
nilasqui tsudeyvsadisvi nasgi nahiyu igvyi tsigesv anitsalagi anigeyv tsunadeloquasdi utana. Hia dinelodi
anigeyutsa aleno anigeya unvsa tsunanelidodi gesvi, ale anitsutsa yeliquu digvwananelidi gesvi iyuno ageyutsa
uyanvda yigi tsunelidii. Didadolisdi dinelodi nai tsunaligohi dinelodi gesvi, utloyasdi naniv unadadewisdv
etsulaha danalisdelisgvi.

Game of Grace (or Graces) is not technically one of our traditional games. It’s a relatively recent game for
Cherokees, being introduced in the mid 1800’s during the early days of the Cherokee Female Seminary. This
game was only meant for girls or women, and boys could only play if a girl invited them to play. Graces was
meant to be a cooperative game, with everyone in the circle working together.

Yadvnedi dinelidi: didadolisdi




Dinanelohvsgi ase anadatlisisgoi nahnai gasoqualv siyvwiha wudunagadyv iditlv, saquuha dinanelohvsgi ase tali
diganasdi daniyisgv saquu yvwi ase alenisgo utloyasdi adaha gasaqualv galvladi wunadegesdi nai dinelohvsgi
ganiyisgesdi ase degvdisgo tsutseli diganasdi ganiyisgv ada gasoqualvi ale wudegoi soi nudale dinelohvsgi
nasgi ase hnaquono ganiyisgoi ale wudinvda nasgi gasaqualvi ada diganasda tsunatseli gvdi.

How to play: Graces

Players will gather in a circle facing each other, each player will get two sticks one person will start with the
wooden hoop tossing it in the air. The player catching will use their sticks to catch the hoop and toss it to
another player who will then catch and toss the hoop with their sticks.

5) Chunkey
tsvnvgi igihv yigadvnelidasdi hia dinelodi gvtanvi hiinai udotlvsv daneyohvsgv nasgina dininohalidohi
unisdelisgv nai widunadinvdi ale unalisosdodii - nasgi dananelohvsgv gvdi ahiya digatisdodi nasginai sudali
iyalasida iganvhida ale gasaqualv nvya dawisgagei, nasgi tlogesi dananelohvsgei nasgi 50 nano 100 iyalasida
iganvhida gesei. Nasgi nvya dawisgage noquuno gado anisaqualehihvi ale nasgi iyadvnedi dinelodi tsatseli
digatisdodi helisgv nasgi nvya widagalisdanvtsisvi, vtla nvya gvnisdi yigesoi.

Chunkey Traditionally this game was used as a form of training for hunters to help them with throwing and
aiming. It was played with river cane spears that were six feet long and a round smooth stone disc. The field,
where they would play, would be 50-100 ft. long. The stone disc would be rolled on the ground and the object
of the game is to land your spear where you think the stone would fall, not to hit the stone.

Yadvnedi dinelidi: tsvnvgi

Dinanelohvsgi ase wudunadegoi digatisdodi nahiyu nai nvya anisaqualehihv gadoi naniv igvyiditlv ale iyanii
gesv ananelidisgo nanelisgv unai nvya alisaqualelisv nai wahosgvi/walewisdisgvi ale nasgi unatseli gosdayi
gatisdodi udulvdv navnigesdi unai nvya- navnigesdi digatisdodi winigalisdisgv nasgi ganvnvi gesesdi: igvyi
wulutsv 21 udatlogesdi.

How to play: Chunkey

Players will throw their spear while the stone is rolling on the ground in front of them. Players are trying to
guess where the stone would lay/stop rolling and the point of their spear needs to be as close to the stone as
possible. Closest spear gets the point and the first to 21 wins.

6) Cornstalk Shoot
anotsanesgi nai selu uyvdinvdi nasgi ugoda nusdv didanvtetlvgi nai yelii anotsanesgi nai selu uyvdinvdi
unilutselvgi: igada unohiyusv unilutselvgi hiinai diniyoli tsunanelodi gesvi nahiyu advhistanv gatlisodi tsigesoi,
igada naniwesgv dininohalidohi ale dahnawa anedohi yelino anadagohnadisge nai anatlvquisgv unigadohvsv
gesv ale nunadasosdv gvdi unatseli galitsadi ale digadladi. Igihv yigadvnelidasdi tsunoyeni gvdi danotlvsgei
digalitsadi nidayudalenv galoquedi ale digadladi nidayudalenv ahiya ale diwisgala hiinai digasilidodi. Gohitsigi
nasgi adanvtedi anetsodi nahnai anitsalagi dunidusvi, danadagonadisgei gvdodi galitsadi ale digadladi ale ase
danotsanesgei hiinai selu uyvdinvdi aquonvdodi nasginai iyatliloda tsoi iyalasida iganvhida, saquu iyalasida
iyuhageda, tsoi iyalasida igati ale diganvnvi gesv tsunugotanvi hilaiga tsuyvdinvdi nasgi gadlada gasilidv gvdi
digatitlvi.

Cornstalk Shoot there are many theories how the cornstalk shoot came about: some believe it came about as a
child’s game during harvest, some say hunters and warriors would compete to show off their skill and accuracy
with their bow and arrows. Traditionally bows and arrows would be hand made with the bows being made

from bodark, arrows from rivercane, and arrowheads as the tip. Today, it is considered a sport that is played in
Cherokee communities. Competitors use bow and arrows and will shoot at a cornstalk target that measures three
foot long, one foot thick, three foot high. Points are determined by how many stalks the arrow tip penetrates.



Yadvnedi dinelidi: anotsanesgi nai selu uyvdinvdi

Diquonvdodi gesvi nusdv 85 nano 120 iyalasgvda itsudali wudunagadyv iditlv saquuha nunadalessvi-
dinotsanesgi ase danadanetliyvsgei tali digadladi danotsanesgei nahnai saquuha iyuwata nai saquu aquonvdodi
hnaquono nanivquu ase widaniyisgo digadladi, duninvnvi gatlisanv hnaquono anotsanesgi nahnai nudalei
aquonvdodi ale ganvdi nasgi danugodisgo nasgi igai diyvdinvdi nasgi digadladi gasilidv degatilvhi. Nasgi
dinotsanesgi igvyi 50 unvnvi adatlosgoi.

How to play: Cornstalk Shoot

Targets are placed 85-120 yards apart facing one another. Shooters will take turns shooting two arrows in each
round at one target, then they will retrieve arrows, tally their score then shoot at the other target. The score is
determined by how many stalks the arrow tip penetrates. The first shooter to 50 wins.

7) Butterbean Game
gotlvnvhi tuya dinelodi ugoda tsalagi tsunanelododi nunelisv unadagonadodi gesvi, aseno gotlvnvhi tuya
tsunanelododi nai adanvtetlv utli igai tsunadatlisodi tsuwagutanvsv atliyilisvi nasgina sidanelvi. Sudali distluyv
tuya gotlvnvhi (sawagata unega, sawagata gvhnage) nahnai talutsa widigalidi ale galvladi widadinvda. Nasgi
yeli tuya widutsitlvi ase danugodisgoi igai ganvdi diganvnvi ale diganvnvi digowelanvhi gesvi gvtanvi selu
anatasgisgi tsugata.

Butterbean Game Many Cherokee games were meant to be competitive, but the Butterbean Game was
considered to be more of a social pastime for families. Six split butterbeans (one side white, one side black)
were placed in a basket and tossed in the air. How the beans land will determine how many points scored and
points are marked using popcorn kernels.

Yadvnedi dinelvdi: gotlvnvhi tuya dinelodi

Yitsaduli ase tali tsunaligohi dinanelohvsgi utloyasdi idigvwasdi asesdi dinanelohvsgi. Udotlvsv gowelanvhi
digotlvnvhi tuya digalidodi uhnai talutsa nasgi igvyi dinelohvsgi ulenvdi nasgi widudegv ale deganiyisgv tuyai
talutsa gvdi nai ganvnvi yeli tsunugotanvi danugodisgv tuya widitsihihvi: nigada sudali tuya unega squageni
galvladi yinidusda = nai sudali ganvnvi; nigada sudali tuya gvhnage squageni galvladi yinidusda = nai nvgi
ganvnvi; saquu unega tuya, nigada soi gvhnage yinidusda (aleno gasinvstanvi) = nai tali ganvnvi. Nihi yeliquu
digvdoda 24 selu anatasgisgi tsugata nasgina ganvnvi- igvyi dinelohvsgi ase wududinvda nasgi soi unaligosv
nasgina yunadvnedi sawata wigalosgv ale asquaniditlv wigalosgv ayeli dunaligosv gilano nigada tsugata
yidulisvna, nasgi dunaligosv wugodv dunihv tsugata anadatlosgoi.

How to Play: Butterbean Game

The game begins with two teams with even number players. Place marked butterbeans in a basket. The first
player goes by tossing and catching beans in basket. Points are determined how beans land: all six beans white
side up= six points; all six beans black side up = four points ; one white bean, all others black (or vice versa)
= two points. You can use 24 popcorn kernels for scoring. The first player will pass to the next team for a turn
going back and forth between teams until all kernels are gone. The team with the most kernels win.
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